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them there may be sorcerers who will do them a mischief.
Still, they say " if you do go it is well to be forearmed, and so
get some friend who knows how to do it to tie knots in your
hair as a preventive against charms, and some thongs round
your ankles and knees and wrists, so that the spirits are
blocked and cannot get into your body and do mischief." 1
The Toradyas of Central Celebes attribute an obstructive
power to knots, which they sometimes employ for a helpful
purpose. At a feast when buffaloes are slaughtered and eaten
they sometimes tie knots in palm leaves to prevent the flesh
of .the victims from diminishing too rapidly.2 In Mon-
ferrato, a district of Piedmont, to cure a sprained ankle
" the foot is tied with a thread which has never been used
before, whilst the healer says in an undertone, ' Diau porta
via vi mal' (Devil take away the ill). The best result will be
obtained if silk is used, and sometimes three knots are tied." 3
1 H. Newton, In Far New Guinea,    cit. ii. 176.
p. 158.                                                       3 E.    Canziani    and   E.    Rohde,
* N. Adrian! and A. C. Kruijt, op.    Piedmont (London, 1913), p. 143.